MINUTES OF VINTERS PARK RESIDENTS' ASSOCIATION ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING HELD AT VINTERS BOYS!' SECONDARY SCHOOL, HUNTSMAN LANE,
ON THURSDAY, 28TH APRIL, 1977, AT 8,00 P.M.

) Cha 's O ng Remarks
The Chairman, Mr. Ian Chittenden, introduced himself to the
meeting and welcomed everyone present. There were about 100

people at the meeting. He then introduced Committee Members
with him on the platform:

Mrs. Lilian Wilson Secretary

Mr. Andrew Newman Treasurer

Mr. Alec Lanford Vice Chairman
Mr. Phillip Hill Commi ttee Member
Mr. Stephen King Committee Member

1 Chairman's Report

Mr. Chittenden reported that thic was the end of his first year

as Chairman and it had been a hectic year for all the Committee
Members. He informed the meeting that the membership for
1976/77 was 482 residencies which was not as high as he would
have wished, but as a result of the progress made by the Committee
during the year he anticipated that this would be substantially
improved in 1977/78. Three newsletters had been issued during
the year which hopefully kept members reasonably up-to-date with
the Asscciation's major activities. The main Committee had met
twelve times during the Jear and two Sub-Committees had been
formed, one to concentrate on the newly-formed Woodlands Playgroup
in conjunction with a possible community centre, and another to
concentrate on social activities. Both Sub-Committees had also
met separately on several ocecasions and had reported back to the
mein Committee where all final decisions had been taken. The
Chairman would go into the activities of these Sub-Committees
later and considered it appropriate to outline some of the matters
that had been or were being pursued by the Association. Béfore
doing so, he pointed out that success 1s achieved in some matters

tackled but not in all and some matters take a zreat deal of time

to resolve. There was also the problem of conflicting interests
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within the Association, in which cases the Committee had tried
to be equitable in reaching a decision.
Playgroup. Conflicting interests had had to be considered in
this matter which had been raised at the E.G.M. last vear, when '
discussion took place on the hut which had been erected adjacent
to the play area in Bedgebury Close. On the one hand residents
in the vicinity of the building had objected to it partly because
they considered it to be unsizhtly and partly because they feared
itiwould' become: permanent. On the other hand many residents
with children had put forward the view that such a large estate
desperately needed a playgroup in the area. It had therefore
been agreed that the new Committee would look into the problem
and consequently a Sub-Committee had been formed to do this as
a matter of priority and also to consider the possibility of
erecting a community centre. The resultin: recommendation had
been that support should be given to the playgroup in view of
its benefits to the estate as a whole and the fact that the hut
had already been erected. £25 had been donated for fittings
and a further £25 for large equipment. However, the Committee
agreed with local residents that the hut should not be permanent
and to this end had pursued the matter of a community centre (item 8).

The Church of Jesus Christ and Latter Day Saints. An application

had been submitted to the Borough Council for the development of

a very large Mormgijggiiﬁe with a high tower. On behalf of the
residents the Committee had made a formal objection to this as it
was considered that this large development f£m® would create traffic,
noise and envirommental problems for the loecal residents, following
which the application had been refused.

Driving Schools. This problem had been pursued extensively, and
the Chairman pointed out that the aim had been to reduce the large

numbers of learner drivers using the estate and not to ban them
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2s many residents had benefitted from the drivinz schools and
from having a test centre in Maidstone once again. The Assocaition
had initially organised znd sent a petition to the South Eastern
Traffic Area of the D.E.0. against the use of the estate for a
test centre as it was considered to be unsuitable and encourazed
excessive use of the area by driving schools. The reply received
emphasized the need to use Vinters Park if a test centre were to
be retained in Maidstone because of its proximity to the test
centre and the difficulty of access to other areas in the time
available. However, the Traffic Area had offered to assist in
reducing the number of driving schools using the estate to a
reasonable level if proof could be given. Accordingly a series
of surveys had been carried out giving registration numbers,
times and dates, and following this some action had been taken,
the results of which were to be noted. The Association had
also contacted one or two driving schools to discuss the problem
directly with them ang they appreciated the problem, This
approach would be continued with other schools if the numbers
of learner drivers did not drop.
Telephone Box. Further representations had been made to the
G.P.0. requestion another telephone kiosk on the northern part
of the estate but after carrying out a survey of the number of
private telephones in the area the??%urned this down, and it had
then been decided not to pursue this in the difficult economic
climate but to look into the situation again when the minor
centre and/or community centre were developed.
Mobile Library. After some correspondence with the Divisional
Librarian the Association had heard that a2 mobile library service
would be provided for half s day per week in the near future,
This matter had been persevered with particularly in the interests
of the elderly living on the estate and those who cannot get atout

very easily.
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Local Authority - Maidstone Borough Council. A great many matters
had been taken up with the local authority - too many to go into

in detail. They included such items as the condition of roads,
landscaping and safety, and many of them had been or would be
reported in rags,

Social Activities. it the E.C.M. it had been azreed that the
Association should consider organizing social events, and
subsequently a sub-committec had been formed for tais purpose.
Two very successful Supper-dances had been held already and

for the Queen's Silver Jubilee a childrents party with entertain-
ments was being arranged followed by a supper-dance for the
Parents. It wes ho-ed to arrange further activities in the -
future.

Thanks to Committee Members. Finally the Chairman thatlced 211

the Committee Members for the hard wor: they had put’in during
the year.

2« Minutes of Last General Meetins

The previous chairman had been unable to produce minutes of the
last general meeting for this meeting. In view of this, minites
of the 1975 A.G.M. were available for consideration but it was
generally felt that it wsae not worth spending time reading then
out when most of the matters would now be out of date.

4, Matters Arisine

As 2 reault of the above, there were no matters arising
Se Treasurer's_ﬂggggg

The Treasurer referred to the copies of the Statement of Accounts
for the year ended 30th September 1276, which were available for
inspection, 2nd time wae given for consideration of this,

Because of the change of
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2€ L.GoMey, he then went »n to

give an informal verbal Statement of Accounts from Sentember 1276

to April 1977, which would be formelly included in the audited
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otatement of accounts at the next n.G.M. the following April.
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The Treasurer then proposed that the 1975/76 Statement of Accounts
should be adopted, and this was seconded and agreed unanimously.

6. Proposed Amendments to the Constitution

Mr. Newman referred to the proposed revised constitution which

was available for inspection. He said that because of the number
of amendﬁents a compl%tely new constitution had been prepared
which had been guided by a model constitution received from the
National Federation of Community Centres (or Associations?).

One of the main reasons for having the constitution changed was

to give the Residents! Associatizn charitable status so that

tax would not have to be pald on large sums of money collected

for the rroposed community centre a2nd also to change the date

of the A.G.M. from September to April.

He then explained the changes in the prorosed revised cohstitution
clause ﬁy clause.

To sum up he said that the revised constitution had been unanimously
approved by the Committee and that a letter had Just been received
from the Charities Commission approving the constitution, and
therefore he proposed that the former constition be withdrawn

and be replaced by the constitution z2s drafted. This was seconded

.

by Mr. Rodney Freakes and the motion was carried.
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Clause 3(b) of the revised conrtitution stutes that the annuul
eubseription for each ensuirg year shall be deternined hy the
L.G.M, My, Robin Powell rnroyoced timt the annual subscription
should remain at 50p. per hsouselold, sud this woo scernled by
"r. Tred Burns and ecsareied unuclmously.

7« El= L 0 & nd Co %

T™e follovinr peo;’e hnl beer propesed snd serc farmally accepted:

¥pr., Inn Crittenled - Chairman

Yr. Alee Tanford = V4ee Chodpann
Mp, Yrith Branley - " "
Mr. Ardrey ¥ewran = Trencsvrer

Fo Decretary yet
Compittee Members - Mr. Jratam Cooper
¥r. Allan Bla e
Mrg. Janet 8 loher
Mr. Richard Humphrey
¥re. Crlin Jeffrey
Mrs. Lilian "Wilron
¥r. Richurd Nivrd
Yies Engels Tnoll
r. Phiilip 111
¥Mr. Stephen “irg
Co-gpted ¥ember = Rev, Xemneth Rarhoan
®. Commupity Centre
Mrg, Wilsen reported the current po:ition orn Ythe proosed comucni by
centre, referrir: to the previous report und questiomnzire dellvered
to =11 the housrs on the eslute setting out the —.ip facts and
finding out recidents' views «f the proposel coomunity csntre,
Mile at Bre rame tine PirdTrs out vhel op ther Jere dnterested
in o thop or small shappine centre on bthe Fortherr part of thu
ectate.
On this 1atter point -he ezplafred Lint thic possibility appoured
k5 be cxtrescly unlikely @ o+ Tarlor "Modrow und otipr developers
wrre ot Interestod 4in rmeh o venture, snd even 1T they vsore,
reither they, the bullders, rur ve, tie re-idents, mull heve

any contrnl ower t0e type of goodc Lir shopn woult gell.
. P
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firfarturc tely the type of lowsl shops Lt the recidents mated
a3d pot uppeay o € cearanieally viuble co thal uy shep bullt
4ruld be more 1irely to be u rpsclzllst one draviny traffic to
the estale.
he then Zent or to rrnalyte the svestionrnires returned by the
residents miving thelr vicws. There were 1,080 linuses o the
crtute, and £AE cuestiorn itres gore roburneg, W feh §e¢ 627 ard
s feirly good perecptage on fifch to toor pesulla.
0f those «un had vrturre? questiomniires,

777 £tutel that they sould 14%s u conmun! ty ccrire,

117 stuted tiut they would pob like nne, rrd

117 stated that they —epe pat Tire.
Aradn of these who had petorned juestion frce,

- -

6.7 stuted that they YA 18ve chiape on the mnrthern part,

2'-3‘5 sited that thwy wuld not 1t ¢ rlops;usd

114 ptated that el Fire W t surs.
TP 44 sume ta ohnosine beteven oo eoraunibe eontre «id Snops,

SD'; stoted that they ~ull prefer d cormutdty celtre.

26 gtated that trey ws0ld profoer chops,

z‘ stated that ther were not cure, s

¢ a1 prt anveer the uestlon.

On the strensth of thews resulls, Mre, Mlran pro osed thet
the best course of aetlon wauld be bo proceed g th the cormurlty
cuiiblre.
Trere Wac gsome 11 cussion an the flze agsb eort af the bullding
5id YrE. Mlasn reforred to the ordd ral rep-rt wd uestlonnalre.
Purins the diccuyssior ot the =eelling there r3 conslderuple
cnnsensus of opinfon that the Commiticc airuld continuc o
proceed fth regotistions smpeeprind 4 e eommunity eertre bub
the bt the recidente wml! 18 ¢ the fial Teelzdon.
Mp, Gen®C Tucter publ forsurd the proporition nghat the Associuation
jroceed Jsith tre ralring o® maney for the eomun?ty crutre aud Lat
the Carmittee onnbinuec <Ith ac-otlatlons 2ones rrdn o 21te sl report

bhack to z general meeting Hetore cor=rd et sre cnte ed intof,
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hin «ne rocsndnd by Wr. Yoors, 3£ enple voted In Pavour and

£ voted aeninst it, #»d theprefire the motion vur earp’od,

G. Any Other Buysinres.

(=) Mr. hitehend enguirve? it pt the "roposed ertenuion to the
estate., The re-ainder »® thr Tavlor '‘Modrow developrent up to

the Reareled Pond wnr dincursed f:;.zl}llt‘g? ~popored ares of develapment
hy Aprin Fetatez to the Yorth af the ectate parallel «1th alitham Road
were planr Ynd beer sub-dtted for forty-rive bouses with access
froi the estate via “nrthfleet Close and Darrrove Road, As well as
this, Percy Rarlen throurh his ssert ¥, Pirher, had subnitted an
appliention to bulld frur Muses to be went of the slove-mentioned
wd teapty-el i L houses b the eust =f $t. The Commitiee agreecd

to Leep L wateh Por the gorsepge~oct o apturl builMto: ar any
proposed vl o8 Wnd Klow Ter oy SurWiar proapose] develagment
aidoinlne Lie estate.

(b) %r. Beoflf Tucher oo wirr ! Ll ol @Bl "l hedn BUld abiut
the propoued country gar o L larbs of Lie esb L6y o0 Mils was
digeussea bul 3t @& nob bnovn sen It would te Svailalte for
publie usc,

(o) Hr. Jarrstt ool sbout the previously=septlioner blockude
S5 sne oot of Coumodore Roamt to greveil Ue eul.be Beldo uszew os
& enort=cul by Lirou ' Urslllic. ™e Ghafrpun ould fnvastioale
tre motter fupt'ere (fre thY: B ule ..?)

(42) “r. Pousell rulzeu b sealica uff Fhen bie play arto b
Deper Mullirertts Jood vonld hw lundscuped and the Codtrasn o 20
Lot Povis suyl ¢ doefis bids =t Ue e rlirct possille dule.

e, Powell siio ¢ 22 et hin woo Copturind slbout tap weler selblip

Vinre omd! Bl Choltpmas asreed to fnver8i.slv e jalier.

() Mre Younp rof-ed th: _cesbion of e Doserdt o Torses usln
e footpatk whind hix howdd wre ebtliren pluy ard I4 wabL BoTeed

st ¥ Copmtttee ouly ik 0 L Coune?l adout Lilde
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